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President s report 


T he Geelong Field Naturalists Club year begins in May 
and with each new year the committee sets a series 
of goals for the upcoming 12 months. This year, the faces 
of the committee have not changed, but there have been 
several shuffles of positions. 

Deborah Evans has passed on the Treasurer’s job to 
Tracy Hinton, but Deborah will fill the role of 
Vice-President and she will also look after the 
membership records. Tracy has vacated her old position 
as Secretary. Rod Lowther will take on that job, along 
with that of the Minutes Secretary. Committee members 
are Dean Hewish (also Webmaster), Bruce Lindsay (also 
Conservation subgroup convenor), Grace Lewis (also 
GFNC Facebook coordinator), David Boyle and Graham 
Possingham. This still leaves unfilled places on the 
committee: could you be the person who is willing to 
become involved in the rewarding experience of helping 
to manage the GFNC? 

As well as committee positions, there are many other 
duties and tasks that have to be undertaken for the Club 
to work efficiently. Broadly, the duties fall into several 
areas: 

• Publications. Assisting in the production and 
distribution of the Geelong Naturalist, the GFNC 


Barry Lingham 

website or other publications. Contributing articles. 

• Representatives. We have persons representing the 
GFNC on many other organisations or working groups 
within the community. 

• Excursion helpers. Leaders of excursions, data 
recorders and reporters for articles in the Geelong 
Naturalist. 

• Meeting helpers. People to meet and greet those 
attending meetings, keep the attendance register and 
name tags, set up audio visual equipment, arrange 
furniture, specimen reporter. 

• Group assistants. Our groups include Bird Group, 

Plant Group, Conservation Group, Cadets Group, 
Fauna Survey Group, Jerringot Group and Eco-book 
Group. 

Whether you have 10 minutes or 10 days to spare each 
month, we would like to hear from you if you think you 
can help out in any way. Contact the GFNC email or 
phone me for more information. 

I look forward to working with the committee and 
members over the coming year. 


Tonight... 

...Dr Luke Kelly, a Research Fellow at the University of Melbourne, will talk about biodiversity conservation in 
Victoria’s fire-prone landscapes. 

In June... 

...Dr Jean-Bernard Duchemin, Biosecurity, CSIRO Geelong AAHL, will talk about: ‘Ecology and biology and 
blood-feeding Diptera: about Mosquitoes and biting midges’. 


Membership renewal 

Membership renewals are coming in steadily, but we’d love to have them all as soon as possible. You can download the form from 
the GFNC website if you’ve misplaced your hardcopy renewal form. New and renewing membership forms are now available as 
interactive PDFs which you can complete and email to info@.qfnc.orq.au or you can download and post the hardcopy. (And please 
remember to sign the form and complete the sections about our online email information list and receiving the Geelong Naturalist 
online.) 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.qfnc.orq.au 
e-mail address: info@qfnc.orq.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.conn/qeelonqfnc 


The photo on the front cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of 
a juvenile Eastern Spinebill taken in the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens, 19 April 2015. 

The photo on the back cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is of 
a Nankeen Kestrel, taken at Thirteenth Beach, March 
2015. 



















Out and about: Coughing up a pellet 


Valda Dedman 


N O, it's not indigestion. Quite the reverse. It's a sign of 
digestive efficiency, sorting out the indigestible bits 
before they reach the intestine for final processing and 
absorption of nutrients. 

Birds don't have teeth to chew their food. They may use 
their beaks to tear off smaller pieces to swallow. They 
can't crunch bones in their mouth. Owls swallow most 
prey whole. What is not able to be digested is evacuated; 
hard bones, insect wings or hair etc. are regurgitated in 
pellets. Saliva, when produced by a bird, is used mainly 
to stick seeds and insects together to make them easier 
to swallow. Pelicans have no salivary glands. Swiftlets' 
saliva is used to construct their nests (eaten by some 
humans in soup). Green Woodpeckers use saliva on their 
tongues to make ants stick. 

Tongues can be used in various ways. A budgie removes 
the husk from a seed with its tongue and then drops it. 
Honeyeaters have brush tongues for collecting nectar. 
Fish-eating birds have spiky tongues for hanging on to 
their slippery catch. However, tongues are not used in 
digestion and contain few taste buds. 

If too much is eaten at once for the stomach to hold, the 
excess may be stored in the crop, which is a widening or 
offshoot of the oesophagus. Budgies in the wild may 
gorge themselves on seeds, store them in the crop and 
digest them in small quantities later. A bird's high rate of 
metabolism and the energy needed for flight require 
constant food and digestion is usually rapid. A seed 
eating bird like a parrot can digest its food in three hours. 

Seed eaters are lucky in their choice of food in that there 
is little waste after it is digested. But many birds are left 
with bits and pieces which are not easily digested and 
which need to be disposed of before they reach the 
intestine. These are regurgitated in the form of a pellet. 
Regurgitating waste at this point helps to keep a bird's 
weight down and thus aids flight. 

A bird's stomach has two parts. The first part is the 
glandular stomach or proventriculus, which produces 
mucus, enzymes and acids that begin the process of 
digestion. Once well soaked in digestive fluids, the food 



Pellet, possibly from Australian Magpie 

Photo: Valda Dedman 


passes into the second part, the muscular stomach, 
called the ventriculus, or gizzard. There are no digestive 
glands in the gizzard; its function is to grind the food into 
smaller pieces. Some seed eaters also ingest small 
pebbles to aid the grinding process. In birds of prey the 
gizzard is much less muscular and serves as a filter and 
collecting site for hair, bones, teeth, feathers and hard 
insect parts; in omnivores hard seeds and detritus may be 
collected here. These are compacted into a pellet the 
same shape as the gizzard which then travels back up 
into the proventriculus and is expelled through the mouth. 

It is not only birds of prey that regurgitate pellets. Gulls, 
cormorants, herons, egrets. Eastern Curlews, 
kookaburras. Rainbow Bee-eaters, magpies, currawongs 
and many others, regularly regurgitate pellets. The pellet 
Lynne Clarke found so conveniently on her garbage bin 
lid was most probably from a Pied Currawong, and 
contained many seeds. Another contained grass (it was 
green when fresh) and some insect parts. Was this from a 
magpie? (See photos). 

Dave King was lucky enough to see a Grey Currawong in 
action at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. He wrote: 

The head i/i/as held hunched into its body and the bird 
showed no inclination to want to fly off as I approached. 
Having got to within a few metres of the bird I stopped 
and observed it for 30 seconds. At this point it proceeded 
to regurgitate a pellet, and having dropped it, flew off. 
Closer investigation under the microscope revealed a 
total of 23 boneseeds, all of which had partially digested 
seed coat that was green, indicating that they were not 
fully mature seeds. The seed coat produced a 
mucilaginous substance that bound the pellet contents 
into a moist compact mass. Each seed was hard and 
resilient. Overall the size of the pellet was 40 mm long by 
14 mm diameter. The remains of the arthropods in the 
pellet were, as far as could be ascertained, those of two 
species of Scarab Beetle, a Dragonfly and a Bull Ant. 

One of the beetles was a dung beetle, possibly of the 
family Melolonthinae. 

Dave speculated that the currawong could be a vector for 
the spread of Boneseed. Around Wagga olive trees are 



Pellet, possibly from Grey Currawong 

Photo: Valda Dedman 
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thought to have been spread in the wild by seeds from 
currawong pellets. 

In August 2004 Dave also analysed a pellet, thought to 
be from a magpie, found by Lily Sherwood near her back 
door. It included grass, string and plastic from adhesive 
tape, quartz grains and many beetle parts. 

Perhaps the most studied pellets are those from owls, 
which are regularly dissected in schools to illustrate owl 
diet. (Owl pellets can be bought in teaching kits in the 
U.S. where keeping owls as pets is legal). Owls swallow 
small prey whole; larger items are torn into smaller 
pieces: some owl species partially pluck birds. Unlike 
other raptors, owls have no crop, so food must be 
processed immediately. Owls feed early in the evening 
and regurgitate a single pellet approximately 20 hours 
after eating. Owl pellets contain more residue, which may 
contain whole skull pieces, than that of other birds of 
prey: their digestive fluids are also less acidic. 

The pellet will have been formed in the gizzard, then 
have travelled back to the proventriculus where it remains 
for up to ten hours before being regurgitated. The stored 
pellet partially blocks the owl's digestive system and the 
owl has no crop for storing any new prey it might swallow. 
It cannot eat again until the pellet is ejected. 

Regurgitation often signals that an owl is ready to eat 
once more. When an owl eats more than one prey item 
within several hours, the various remains are consolidat¬ 
ed into the one pellet. 

When the digestive system has finished extracting the 
nutrition from the food, the owl is ready to regurgitate. 
When an owl is about to produce a pellet, it is said to take 
on a ‘pained expression’ with eyes closed and the facial 
disc narrow. At the moment of expulsion, the neck is 
stretched up and forward, the beak is opened, and the 
pellet simply drops out without any retching or spitting 
movements. This is often done at a favourite roost and 
the bird will be reluctant to fly until the operation is 
finished. Pellets for study can be collected from beneath 
the roosts of all birds of prey. 

Diurnal raptors such as goshawks, but not Black¬ 
shouldered Kites, have stomach acids 30 times more 
powerful than owls, so they can digest more of the bone 
material than owls. Nevertheless, there is still enough 
material that needs ejecting. Feathers, scales, claws, fur, 
some bones and insect exoskeletons go into the pellet. 
Depending on the amount of roughage consumed, pellets 
are ejected about once a day, usually early in the day. 


Occasionally falcons take up small rounded stones 
known as rangle, which are later regurgitated within 
pellets. These are about 12 mm in diameter in Nankeen 
Kestrels and 20 mm in Peregrine Falcons. The precise 
function of these is unknown; a purgative facilitating 
removal of grease and mucus from the lining of the 
stomach and an aid to the periodic shedding of the 
stomach lining has been suggested. 

In falconry the pellet is called a cast, and a bird in 
captivity is specially fed roughage to make sure it 
produces a pellet to purge and cleanse its crop. Casts 
are examined to ascertain that the falcon is healthy. 

The mistletoe bird has a specially modified tubular gut, 
with no gizzard and a special valve to the stomach that 
allows seeds to bypass it. The seed remains inside the 
bird for as little as 25 minutes after which it is voided 
while the bird is on its perch. In most cases the bird sits 
along a branch rather than across it, as is common with 
most birds, so the seed falls on the branch, to which it 
sticks, since only the outer portion of the fruit is digested. 
What remains is extremely viscid. Insects and spiders, 
which are also eaten, enter the stomach and digestion of 
them starts there, but the birds do not appear to eject 
pellets. 

Examination of regurgitated pellets can provide valuable 
information about a bird's diet and available food. Pellets 
were collected from Pacific Gulls on Seal Island in 
northern Bass Strait and used to compare intra- and inter 
-annual trends in diet composition. Common Diving- 
Petrels, leatherjackets. Short-tailed Shearwaters and 
Mirror Bush, were consistently the main pellet 
components. 

References 

http://vetmed.Illinois. edu/wmc/ .../BirdOfPrevFacts 
King, D. (1987) ‘The Grey Currawong as a vector for 
broadcasting African Boneseed’, Geelong Naturalist, 
vol. 24, no. 3, p. 80. 

King, D. (2004) ‘Analysis of a pellet’, Geelong Naturalist, 
vol. 40, no. 4, p. 9. 

Leitch, T., Dann, P. & Arnould, J. (2014) ‘The diet of Pa¬ 
cific Gulls {Larus pacificus) breeding at Seal Island in 
northern Bass Strait’, Australian Journal of Zoology, 
vol. 62, no. 3. pp. 216-222. 

Olsen, P. (1995) Australian Birds of Prey. UNSW Press, 
Sydney. 

http://www.owlpages.com/articles.php? 

section=Owl+Physiology&title=Digestion 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 9 June 2015, 7.30 p.m. 

Neville Walsh, Senior Conservation Botanist, Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne 

‘Why plant names change’ 

Moving the goalposts—plant nomenclature in a molecular age’ 

Neville discusses the ‘rules’ of plant nomenclature and the way these rules have been broken in the past, necessitating 
changes and finding ways to maintain stability. Inevitably, molecular advances are increasingly throwing light on plant 
relationships and influencing name changes. 
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Deep Creek, Torquay, fauna survey 

9-12 April 2015 

All trapping is carried out in accordance with the conditions on our DEPI permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 

GPS (El-20) 55 266669E, 5755092N alt 23m 
GPS (E21-40) 55 265744E, 5755483N alt 40m 

Trevor Pescott 


Location 

Deep Creek is the sharp depression at the northern edge of 
Torquay. It is central to a narrow strip of public land managed 
by the Surf Coast Shire that extends from the Surf Coast 
Highway to the ocean beach. Walking paths have been 
constructed along the top of the banks beside the creek. 

Weather 

Mainly fine and warm. 

Elliott traps 

Forty small Elliott traps were set over three nights. 

El-20 were near the eastern (ocean) end of the reserve, 
mainly under Drooping Sheoaks and Austral Grasstrees where 
there was a ground cover of sword-sedge, tussock grasses and 
saltbush. Most were between the walking path and the top of 
the creek-bank, but three were in a gully running off the main 
creek. 

E21-40 were set in two transects at the western (highway) end 
of the reserve where there is a canopy of Yellow Gums (subsp 
bellarinensis) and Golden Wattle. The ground cover includes 
sword-sedge, tussock grasses and various small shrubs. 

Results 

10/04/15 E23 Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus not weighed 
E39 House Mouse Mus musculus not weighed 
E40 Brown Rat wt. 201 g 

11/04/15 El Brown Rat wt. 124 g, head/body length 180 mm, 
tail 240 mm 

E35 Brown Rat wt. 220 g, head/body length 180 mm, 
tail 230 mm 

E38 House Mouse wt. 13 g 
12/04/15 E37 Brown Rat, male, wt. 204 g 



Brown Rat, Deep Creek, Torquay. Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Harp traps, funnels, cameras 

Not used in this survey. 

Comments 

Although the vegetation in the reserve carries a wide range of 
exotic plants and weeds, there are some excellent sections 
where the indigenous flora remains in good condition. This is 
particularly so in the western end closest to the highway. 

The walking paths are well used by locals dog-walking, jogging 
and casually walking. 

Birdlife is quite diverse although most species noted are those 
that use the mid- to upper-canopy levels of the vegetation, and 


Birds 


Spotted Dove 

Red Wattlebird 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Galah 

Golden Whistler 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

Grey Butcherbird 

Musk Lorikeet 

Australian Magpie 

Crimson Rosella 

Pied Currawong 

Eastern Rosella 

Grey Fantail 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Little Raven 

White-browed Scrubwren 

Magpie-lark 

Striated Thornbill 

Silvereye 

Brown Thornbill 

Welcome Swallow 

Spotted Pardalote 

Common Blackbird 

Eastern Spinebill 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 

Common Starling 


Mammals 

Short-beaked Echidna 

Diggings noted. 

Common Ringtail Possum 

Drey noted. 

House Mouse 

Two trapped. 

Brown Rat 

Five trapped. 

Red Fox 

Scat seen. 

European Rabbit 

Diggings and scats found. 



Graham and Trevor record the vital statistics of a Brown Rat at Deep 
Creek, Torquay. Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Herps 

Garden Skink 

Two seen, including one tiny 
specimen. 


Other fauna 


Trapdoor spider (possibly 

A female that appeared to be 

Stanwellia sp) 

paralysed, possibly by a 
wasp, found on the path. 

Leaf-curling Spider 

Many in the undergrowth. 

Green Praying Mantis 

An ootheca found. 

Magpie (Senecio) Moth 

A male seen. 

Yellow Admiral Butterfly 

Several apparently feeding on sap 
oozing from abrasions on the 
branches of a Sweet Bursaria. 
Another was caught in a spider 
web. 

Meadow Argus Butterfly 

One seen. 

Common Brown 

Several feeding alongside the 

Butterfly 

Yellow Admirals, 

others seen. All were females. 

Cabbage White 

Butterfly 

A few seen. 
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few were seen in the lower levels. 

Only two individual reptiles—both Garden Skinks—^were seen 
although the habitat would seem to be suited to Tree Dragons 
(Jacky Lizards) and ground-dwelling lizards. Perhaps the 
weather was too cool to encourage sun-basking. (* See below). 

Only two mammal species were caught and there were 
European Rabbit and Red Fox scats noted. All of these are 
exotic species. 

Some Short-beaked Echidna diggings were noted, and a drey of 
a Common Ringtail Possum seen. 

Some research elsewhere has shown that dog-walking, even if 
this is on-lead, has a marked adverse impart on birds, and 
presumably on terrestrial mammals and reptiles, so this may be 
the case here. 

*Note from Gabrielle O’Shea of Surf Coast Shire: For your 
information, there is a copperhead that regularly basks in the 
sun near the border of the reserve, near the resort. We have 
nick-named it Clare. 

Thanks 

Surf Coast Shire for encouraging us to undertake this survey. 
Helen, Lance, Graham, Chrissy, Alison and Grace for assistance 
in setting and checking the traps. Chrissy and Grace for the bird 
list. 

Reference 

Museum Victoria. (2006) Melbourne’s Wildlife: A Field Guide to 
the Fauna of Greater Melbourne, CSIRC Publishing, Melbourne. 



Yellow Admiral, Deep Creek, Torquay 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 



Magpie (Senecio) Moth, male, Deep Creek, 
Torquay. Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Vale Lou Lane 


Although a member of the GFNC for only a few years, 
Lou Lane is fondly remembered by those of us who 
were privileged to share time with her in the field, enjoy 
her dry wit and learn from her extraordinary 
understanding of the Wathaurung people. 

In the late 1980s and into the 1990s, Lou wrote a series 
of articles for the Geelong Naturalist, including one 
about the Belmont Common. In it she detailed the 
nature of the wetlands, noted that they had been called 
Jerringot by William Buckley, and According to the Rev. 
William Wakefield’s Word-list, collected from the 
Wathaurung-Tribespeople in 1834/40, this productive 
area was called Jerring:et meaning Water-all-around, 
she wrote. But This might better be interpreted as The 
Place of Billabongs’, she added. (See Geelong 
Naturalist \/o\.28, no.3, Summer 1992.) 

Lou Lane, with her sister Helen, spent considerable 
time searching for middens along the Little River, and it 
was then that she realised that the scatter of boulders 
in a farm paddock was not random. She identified them 
as part of a stone-alignment of extraordinary 
significance to Aboriginal culture. She also identified a 
series of earth mounds beside the Barwon River at the 
confluence of the now-piped Kardinia Creek as 
Aboriginal middens. 


Trevor Pescott 


They are now permanently preserved for their 
archaeological significance. 

Her articles in the Geelong Naturalist included notes 
about the Bream Creek middens, the ‘seventh tree’ 
near Princes Bridge, a ‘hearth shovel’ at Inverleigh, and 
a list of fifty plants used by the Wathaurung people. 

Louis Lane moved to Geelong in 1977 after retiring 
from the Port Kembla High School where she was 
librarian. Here she was able to expand her passion for 
archaeology, becoming an honorary warden under the 
Archaeological and Aboriginal Relics Preservation Act. 

Her extraordinary research is documented in over 200 
unpublished papers containing more than 8000 pages 
of text. Much of this material is held at Deakin 
University. 

She moved to Queensland in 2003 due to ill-health, but 
even then she corresponded with several of her friends 
in Geelong. She passed away on 4 January 2015. 

(A full obituary is in The Age 6 April 2015) 
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Butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 


S ome unusual sightings this month and some species 
often seen. Both Imperial and Spotted Jezebels were 
present, sometimes near mistletoe. The female Common 
Browns are making themselves visible now that the 
weather is cooler. They will lay their eggs on grasses in 
time for the caterpillars to feed on green growth. It is not 
often you see a butterfly actually laying eggs: Saltbush 
Blue eggs are pale green, mandarin shaped and flattened, 
with little pits all over them. Meadow Argus are still 
around; they occasionally migrate north, as do the 
Australian Painted Ladies and the Small Grass-yellows. 
Although Darren Bird could not see if the Orchard 
Swallowtail at Barwon Heads was male or female, it was 
almost certainly this species, which rarely visits Geelong. 


In April 2011 there were some fine sightings in the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens. And Cabbage Whites are 
always around, of course. Sea Rocket Cakile maritima is 
in the Brassicaceae (cabbage) family. Buddleia is also 
known as butterfly bush, a good plant to have in a butterfly 
garden, as well as nettles for Yellow Admirals and rough 
grasses for Common Browns. 

Observers: 

CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; DB, Darren 
Bird; DE, Deborah Evans; DHe, Dean Hewish; DTy, David 
Tytherleigh; GGt, Geoff Gates; JN, John Newman; JPo, 
Jenny Possingham; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn 
Hewish; TFI, Tom Fletcher 


Species 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs. 

Barred Skipper 

22/03/15 

Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

1 photographed feeding in the 21st Century Garden on white flowering 
bush. 

DTy 

Greenish 

Grass-dart 

22/03/15 

Highton 

1 on dead sweet pea. 

JN 

Orchard 

Swallowtail 

18/03/15 

Moonah Park, 

Barwon Heads 

1 flying above Coastal Tea Tree. Unable to see if male or female but the 
sheer size of it and black colouring was unmistakeable. 

DB 

Small 

Grass-yellow 

12/04/14 

Karaaf Wetland, Pt 
Impossible 

1, flushed from tussock grass. 

CFr 

Imperial Jezebel 

30/03/15 

Harrison Court, 

Highton 

2 on mistletoe in garden in looking tacky. Been seeing jezebels around for 
a couple of weeks. 

JPo 


31/03/15 

Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

2 feeding on buddleia flowers. 

JPo 


03/04/15 

Steiglitz Historic Park 

2 flying and resting on black wattles and on mistletoe. 

DB 


05/04/15 

Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

1 feeding on yellow blossoms (top storey) of tree near fountain. 

DTy 


05/04/15 

Ccean Grove Nature 
Reserve 

1 feeding on introduced eucalypts. 

DB 

Spotted Jezebel 

28/03/15 

You Yangs 

1 seen around mistletoe near visitors’ centre. 

JN 


03/04/15 

Steiglitz Historic Park 

4 flying and resting on black wattles and on mistletoe. 

DB 


09/04/15 

Cldhouse Track, 

Long Forest 

6 single butterflies seen occasionally flying around Box Mistletoe clumps, 
no flowers visible. 

MHe, 

DHe 


12/04/15 

Lake Victoria 

1 patrolling shrubs around carpark. Present for over an hour. 

JN, DTy 

Cabbage White 

22/03/15 

Thompson Creek 
Estuary 

2 on vegetation and rocks on the shore of the estuary. 

DE 


28/03/15 

You Yangs 

12+ seen around visitors’ centre. 

JN 


29/03/15 

Pt Impossible 

100+ feeding on flowering Sea Rocket. 

GGt 


31/03/15 

Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

Several. 

JPo 


06/04/15 

Bellarine Rail Trail, 
Drysdale area 

100 roosting in long weedy grasses along railway line, 9.30 a.m. 

DB 


08/03/15 

Thompson Creek 
estuary 

5. 

DE 

Common Brown 

19/03/15 

Buckley Park, 
Collendina 

5 flying about. 

DB 


20/03/15 

Buckley Park, 
Collendina 

1 flying about. 

DB 


21/03/15 

McLeod’s Waterhole 
Drysdale 

20+ resting at ground level in sunny areas, from open patches of mown 
grass to areas of unmown kikuyu grass. Flying readily on approach. 

DB 


28/03/15 

Ccean Grove Nature 
Reserve 

6 females. 

MHe, 

DHe 


31/03/15 

Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

Several females. 

JPo 


03/04/15 

Steiglitz Historic Park 

20+ females flying from the ground when disturbed. 

DB 


05/04/15 

Ccean Grove Nature 
Reserve 

50+ feeding on introduced eucalypts and flying from ground level when 
disturbed. 

DB 


09/04/15 

Shiny Eye Track 

Gum Flat, Anglesea 

Females. 

TFI 


09/04/15 

Gum Flat Rd, 

Anglesea 

Many males in groups on road shoulder. 

TFI 


09/04/15 

Long Forest 

5 females. 

MHe, 

DHe 
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Butterfly report (cont’d)... 


Species 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs. 

Meadow Argus 

20/03/15 

Buckley Park, Collendina 

9 on large patch of flowering carpetweed. 

DB 


21/03/15 

McLeod’s Waterhole, 

Drysdale 

3 on flowering carpetweed. 

DB 


31/03/15 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1. 

JPo 


05/04/15 

Ocean Grove Nature 

Reserve 

2 flying up from ground when disturbed. 

DB 


09/04/15 

Long Forest 

1. 

MHe 


13/04/15 

Pt Impossible 

1, rather tatty. 

LPh 

Australian 

Painted Lady 

20/03/15 

Buckley Park, 

Collendina 

2 flying about. 

DB 

29/03/15 

Pt Impossible 

2 feeding on flowering Sea Rocket. 

GGt 


31/03/15 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1. 

JPo 


09/04/15 

Gum Flat, Anglesea 

Present throughout the area. 

TFI 


18/04/15 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

6 sunning and feeding at several locations in central section. 

DTy 

CMo 

Yellow Admiral 

28/03/15 

You Yangs 

1 seen near visitors’ centre. 

JN 


31/03/15 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1. 

JPo 

Chequered 

21/03/15 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1 resting on footpath (wings closed) just inside entrance to GBG. 

DT 

Copper 





Saltbush Blue 

20/03/15 

Buckley Park, Collendina 

6 laying eggs on Seaberry Saltbush {Rhagodia candolleana). 

DB 


12/04/15 

Lake Victoria 

1 on track. 

JN, DT 

Common 

08/03/15 

Thompson Creek estuary 

1. 

DE 

Grass-blue 






21/03/15 

McLeod’s Watehole, 

Drysdale 

10+ resting and flying around an area of mown grass and long weedy 
grass close to the water's edge. 

DB 


20/03/15 

Buckley Park, Collendina 

4 resting and flying among a patch of phalaris grass. 

DB 


06/04/15 

Bellarine Rail Trail, Drysdale 
area 

100+, most opening wings to catch sun sneaking out from clouds, 
roosting in long weedy grasses along railway line, 9.30 a.m. 

DB 


An unwelcome owl 


E arly on Thursday 23rd April we were alerted to a loud 
commotion in the bird community outside. 

Expecting to see a raptor nearby as the cause of the 
unrest, we were startled to instead discover a brown bird on the 
ground of the neighbour’s front yard. The poor bird was being 
hammered by Magpies, while Pied Currawongs, Little Ravens, 
Red Wattlebirds, Magpie Larks and around 20 Noisy Miners 
created a deafening noise, perched in a nearby Manna Gum. 

The brown bird was a Boobook Owl. 

Bernie did her best to scare off the Magpies. Eventually they 
moved to a nearby tree, but the owl was unable to move from a 


Bernie and Barry Lingham 

position wedged up against a mesh fence. Barry came to the 
rescue and immobilised the bird while Bernie was able to free the 
wing which was caught in the fence. 

Luckily the bird appeared undamaged, but it may have suffered 
some concussion as it was reasonably still. We released it under 
a large bush with thick foliage, making sure the other birds could 
not see it. 

It was still there, peering around, when we went to work at 8.00 
a.m., but was gone when we arrived home. 

A little Boobook doesn’t seem such a dangerous thing, but tell 
that to the rest of the local birds! 


Winter Wader Count 2015 

The Winter Wader Count will occur late June 2015 to count all regular wader roosts on the Bellarine Peninsula. 

Friday June 26: Moolap Salt Works (pending access permission) 

Saturday June 27: Lake Connewarre/Reedy Lake/Hospital Swamps and coast 

Sunday June 28: Swan Bay and associated wetlands 

Please contact John Newman if you are available: 0409 955 313 or 5243 8685 or microhouse3@qmail.com 


Please send us your photographs 

The GFNC has a collection of photographs that we use at various events to help show people what the club does as well as the 
diversity of animals, plants and fungi out there. The photographs we currently have for display need refreshing, and so members 
are invited to submit photographs that they’ve taken and would be happy for the club to use as part of various displays. 

Each photograph will be watermarked with your name and the common and scientific names of any animals or plants. 

We would also like to have some photos of members doing various activities...birdwatching, fauna surveys, camps, 
excursions, plant identification—^whatever you have would be greatly appreciated. 

All photographs need to be able to be blown up to A4 size, so please send only higher quality photographs. Please send all 
photos to Grace Lewis at a.e.lewis@hotmail.com who is collating the photographs on behalf of the committee. Many thanks. 
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Fauna report 


Trevor Pescott 


T he discovery of three juvenile Eastern Brown 

Snakes at Eclipse Creek, Meredith, is a particularly 
interesting find. All three of the largest local snakes 
have large families—Eastern Browns lay up to 35 eggs, 
female Tigers produce up to 20 or more live young, and 
the Lowland Copperhead has up to 30 live young. 
Mortality of these juveniles must be extremely high to 
maintain the population at a stable level; perhaps the 
winter takes a toll, for the breeding season is usually 
late summer, and of course there are many predators. 
Juvenile Eastern Browns have dark markings on their 
heads, a bit like the Little Whip Snake, but there is little 



Eastern Brown Snake, juvenile. Dog Rocks, c.1970s. 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


chance the two could be mistaken, one for the other. 

For comparison the two are shown below. 

Male Brush-tailed Phascogales live for only about 10-12 
months, with all dying after an intense breeding season 
in mid-winter. At first the one found at Sheoaks was 
thought to be an early victim of this die-off, but a closer 
check showed an injury to the side of the head, almost 
certainly inflicted by a passing vehicle. Roads are a 
dangerous place for mammals and other wildlife, with a 
huge toll every night. 



Little Whip Snake, You Yangs. Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Mammals 


Brush-tailed 

1 

17/04/15 

An adult male, found on the Sheoaks-Steiglitz Road, Sheoaks, by Marion East at 

per TP 

Phascogale 



10.00 p.m. It had probably been hit by a vehicle. Head-body length 220 mm, tail length 
230 mm. 


Koala 

1 

22/04/15 

Whinray Road, Meredith, curled in a ball in a small fork towards the top of the tree. 

Cold, overcast weather. 

WCo 

Common 

1 

24/03/15 

Eclipse Ck, Whinray Rd, Meredith; about 15 m from the house, jumped from a shed to 

KCo 

Brushtail Possum 

3 

09/04/15 

a big gumtree, stopped and looked at me, then ran off. 

Newtown, two adults, one with a small juvenile on her back. 

CFr 


1 

22/04/15 

Road-killed, Sharps Road at Sharps Crossing, Sheoaks. An adult male. 

TP 

Common Ringtail 


14/04/15 

In Newtown—1 suspect they have a drey in the street tree. 

SQ 

Possum 

1 

15/04/15 

Road-killed, Roslyn Rd/Morris St, Belmont. 

TP 


1 

16/04/15 

Whinray Road, Meredith, sitting on a branch beside the road, in dry sclerophyll forest. 

WCo 


2 

19/04/15 

Newtown, running along the top of a garden fence. 

CFr 

Eastern Grey 

2 

07/04/15 

Crossed Dog Rocks Road into the Sanctuary. 

SQ 

Kangaroo 

30+ 

22/04/15 

Grazing, loafing in a paddock off the Sheoaks-Steiglitz Road, 

Sheoaks. 

TP 

Black (Swamp) 

1 

12/03/15 

Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith; it hopped downstream, then a few minutes 

WCo 

Wallaby 



later, with the creek between us, it watched me walk past. 



1 

26/03/15 

As above, in a fenced-off and revegetated area in a paddock; watched me, then 
hopped away. 

WCo 


1 

07/04/15 

Noted inside the Dog Rocks Sanctuary. 

SQ 

Grey-headed 

2+ 

14/04/15 

Newtown, in our back yard every night. 

SQ 

Flying-fox 





Water Rat 

1 

24/04/15 

Corio Bay, swimming and diving between the carousel and ferry wharf, 11.30 p.m. 

SQ 


Boneseeding at the You Yangs 

With our key boneseeding organisers away in May, we have had to cancel the 23 May boneseed pulling. We will run 

another boneseeding day on either Saturday 20 June or Saturday 27 June. Please keep these dates free and watch for the notice 

in the June Geelong Naturalist. 
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Reptiles and Amphibians (Herps) 


Pobblebonk Frog 

1 

06/04/15 

Yaugher, found while weeding the garden; it was just below the 
surface of the rather dry ground. 

TP 

Victorian Smooth Froglet 

5 

20/04/15 

Yaugher, found under plastic sheeting and water-logged leaf- 
litter when 1 cleaned out a large pond. 

TP 

Marbled Gecko 

1 

29/03/15 

On top of the front gate, Lily Street, North Geelong, at 4.00 p.m. 

GL 

Weasel Skink 

1 

13/04/15 

In the garden at Victoria Terrace, Belmont. 

TP 

Eastern Brown Snake 

3 

16/04/15 

Whinray Road, Meredith. While moving a pile of Black Wattle 
firewood lying on dry grass, 1 disturbed 3 juveniles; the longest 
was about 30 cm. 

CCo 


Observers: CCo, Colin Cook; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; GL, Grace Lewis; KCo, Kristen Cook; SQ, Stuart Quick; TP, 
Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Ballarat Autumn SEANA Camp 

13-14 March 2015 


Alison Watson 


W arm on Saturday, freezing on Sunday—it was a 
great weekend exploring diverse areas around 
Ballarat. In Wombat Forest Gayle Osborne, naturalist 
and passionate conservationist from Wombat Forestcare, 
took us through a diverse Yarra gum Woodland and rare 
Sedge Riparian Woodland. 

We saw the endangered Bossiaea vombata (a species of 
pea endemic to Wombat State Forest), recently found 
after not being seen since the 1930s. The afternoon was 
spent with Kevin Toihurst as he explained the scientific 
approach to fire as we walked across the hillside through 
one of the five fire research sites established in 1984 to 
determine the effects of autumn and spring burns, and 
fire frequency. 


On Sunday Macarthur Park wetland proved to be a 
beautifully designed wetland with indigenous plants; the 
sheltered areas harboured lots of birds, and one 
water-rat was briefly seen. This artificial wetland was akin 
to the development at Armstrong Creek and 
demonstrates the benefit of newly created habitats. 

There were inspiring speakers on both nights—Emily 
Noble delighted the audience with a talk about the local 
flora and fauna and her property, which many people 
took the opportunity to visit. Carol Flail told the story and 
showed a video of Water Rats on Lake Wendouree. 
Martin Scuffins from Hawk Haven Wildlife Shelter spoke 
on ‘Birds of Prey - Nursing the Fierce’ with a special 
appearance of a Barn Owl. 



Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Geelong Botanic Gardens, 9 March 2015 


Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Bird movements around Geelong: John Newman 
Bird Group meeting 
6 April 2015 

Dean Hewish 


uring John's early bird-watching days east of 
Melbourne, he noticed that some bird species were 
not present all year round and had seasonal occurrences. 
In this presentation, he summarised some of the regular 
and irregular movements of our local birds. 

Many bird species have some degree of regular 
movements in response to seasonal change. These 
include predictable movements, nomadic movements and 
irruptions. In his talk, John focused on some of the more 
important aspects of bird movements. 

The most spectacular and predictable seasonal bird 
movements involve shorebirds. Those species that migrate 
annually to and from Australia use the East Asian- 
Australasian flyway from Alaska or Siberia, through the 
Yellow Sea and south to Australia. The birds fly south from 
their breeding areas in the northern hemisphere and 
remain here throughout the southern summer. Before 
returning, they undergo a complete moult and begin taking 
on breeding plumage before they fly north in the southern 
autumn. Small populations of younger birds of some 
species remain in the south while the adults migrate. 

The Red-necked Stint is the smallest of the migratory 
wading birds. The subspecies of Bar-tailed Godwits 
migrating to Australia are the largest and heaviest wading 
birds that migrate to Australia. They leave southern 
Australia in autumn and fly east to New Zealand before 
heading north. The immature Bar-tailed Godwits 
ovenA/inter in New Zealand rather than flying to Alaska. 

Red Knots have similar movements to those of Godwits, 
and immature birds of this species similarly stay in New 
Zealand during the southern winter. Latham’s Snipe seen 
in the Geelong area during the summer migrate in autumn 
to Japan to breed. They have very regular arrival and 
departure dates in Australia. 

The Double-banded Plover is the only species that 
migrates east-west rather than north-south. The birds that 
occupy the coastline near Geelong breed in the highlands 
of the South Island of New Zealand. They arrive in 
Australia in February and all birds leave Australia in July. 

Banded Stilts rely on heavy rainfall in the Australian inland 
to breed. Their movements depend on climatic conditions. 
The birds remain near the coast if the inland is dry. When 
inland rain occurs, the birds move rapidly to breeding sites 
in recently filled salt lakes. How the birds on the southern 
coast can respond to flooding thousands of kilometres 
away in the centre of Australia is a major mystery. 

One of the more interesting bird migrations in southern 
Australia involves those species that cross Bass Strait. 

This migratory behaviour began when Tasmania and 
Victoria were connected by a land bridge. Some bird 
species, such as Orange Bellied Parrots, breed exclusively 
in Tasmania and migrate to southern coastal areas in the 
winter, while other species, including Silvereyes, Striated 
Pardalotes and Grey Fantails, have populations that breed 
in Tasmania as well as distinct populations that are 
confined to the mainland. In the Geelong region, many of 
the local birds of some species move northward during the 
summer and are replaced by the migrants from Tasmania. 
Some Tasmanian races and subspecies can be 
distinguished from mainland birds of the same species by 


plumage differences. Tasmanian Grey Fantails are 
generally darker than the mainland race but can be difficult 
to distinguish. Tasmanian Striated Pardalotes have a 
yellow spot on the wing, rather than the red spot seen on 
the mainland subspecies. 

Most birds crossing Bass Strait use the islands as resting 
places. This provides two flyways, one through Flinders 
Island and the Furneaux group of small eastern Bass Strait 
islands, and the other through King Island to the west. 

Swift Parrots seasonally migrate between Tasmania and 
mainland Australia. This species has the longest migration 
of any parrot in the world and is one of only two parrot 
species that migrate, the other species being the Orange- 
bellied Parrot. Swift Parrots seem to cross Bass Strait in a 
single flight and quickly disperse on the mainland. Many 
Tasmanian bird species migrating to the mainland also 
disperse rapidly after arriving and are often only briefly 
seen in the Geelong region on passage. 

A few Australian bird species regularly migrate to higher 
altitudes during the summer. These include Flame Robins, 
which normally breed in the high country. Pink Robins 
move from the wet gullies of the Otways to drier, more 
open areas during the winter. Adult birds often remain in 
their breeding territories in the Otways, while younger birds 
can often be seen in places like the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens during winter. Rose Robins also move in autumn 
to more open, drier habitats but, unlike Pink Robins, the 
majority of the population undergoes a seasonal 
northwards migration. 

Golden Whistlers have seasonal movements away from 
the coastal areas in winter but the males, females and 
immature birds move separately. Almost all Satin 
Flycatchers and Rufous Fantails move from southern to 
northern Australia during winter while with Rufous 
Whistlers, a proportion of the population may not migrate. 
Some species of honeyeaters also have similar 
movements. Shining Bronze-Cuckoos and Olive-backed 
Orioles only rarely remain in the Geelong region in winter; 
most move inland. Sacred Kingfishers are absent from 
southern Australia in the winter and return in September- 
October. The movement patterns of Eastern Spinebills are 
poorly understood, but they seem to be only partial 
migrants. 

Numbers of Eastern Koels appearing in the Geelong 
region during the summer have increased in recent years. 
These come from northern Queensland and Papua New 
Guinea and migrate along the eastern coast of Australia. 

Many bird species that seasonally migrate within Australia 
change their movements in response to climatic conditions 
and their abundance in particular areas during the year 
cannot be predicted. White-browed and Masked Wood- 
swallow numbers in the Geelong region vary from year to 
year depending on conditions along their migration route. 

In some years they do not reach this far south in large 
numbers. 

John’s talk was an excellent summary of an important 
aspect of bird biology. 
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Exploring nature by night: Moths and night creatures at the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
GFNC, Friends of the OGNR and Community Activity 

28 March 2015 

Bernie Lingham 


M arch wouldn’t be complete without the annual moth 
observation evening led by Marilyn and Dean 
Hewish, at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. It’s become a 
fixture on our nature activities calendar and this year the event 
attracted more than 35 people, with an increasing number of 
families and interested community members. 

The evening began with a picnic tea and provided time to 
become acquainted. Marilyn had come equipped with a 
wonderful poster board, created by Peter Marriott, of moths and 
some butterflies, observed as part of a recent Bioscan survey 
at Mitchell River NP (Museum Victoria, Parks Victoria). The 
number and diversity of moths was astounding and endlessly 
fascinating, particularly for the children who had great fun 
looking and pointing at the pictures. 



Photo: Dean Hewish 



Lackrana carbo Photo: Marilyn Hewish 


With the light and sheet set up before 8pm it was all systems 
go. A quick spotlight walk for those interested turned up a Ring¬ 
tail Possum and Black Wallabies. Bats were observed flying 
overhead. 

The moths slowly appeared, increasing in numbers as the 
surrounding darkness deepened and the light shone like a 
bright beacon. Big and small; brown, white, green and purple; 
textured, hairy, patterned, plain; still and quiet, frenzied—in 
they came, stayed or flew off. Such diversity. 

It’s not always the biggest nor the most colourful species that 
are important. A rare but very tatty specimen of Lackrana 
carbo, Blackened Cape-moth, had us enthralled. Marilyn 
reported that this was only the second Victorian record for this 
species. The first was at Anglesea in April 2007 
(Peter Marriott). 


Marilyn introduced the evening with some information about 
moths and her passion for this challenging, but rewarding field 
of observation and study. There are around 750 birds in 
Australia, but over 30 000 moths! Marilyn knows a fair few of 
them and she shared her knowledge and understanding of 
these interesting night creatures with us. 


In all Marilyn recorded 28 species, with three firsts for her. 

Our thanks to Marilyn and Dean once again for a great night 
and an engaging way for us to experience creatures that are 
often considered uninteresting to a casual observer. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. We look forward to the next 
exciting moth evening. 


All photos: Marilyn Hewish 



Ageletha hemiteles Elhamma australasiae Genduara subnotata 
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Pseudanapaea transvestita 



Idaea costaria 


Photos: Marilyn Newish 


Proteuxoa amaurodes 



Moth list, Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 



Species 

Common name 

Comments 

Crambidae 

Hednota acontophora 



Crambidae 

Hednota pedionoma 



Geometridae 

Boarmia suasaria 



Geometridae 

Chloroclystis insigillata 

Insigillated Carpet 


Geometridae 

Hypobapta tachyhalotaria 

Varied Grey 

A plain brown-grey moth but underside of wings is 
striking - white with a broad black bar 

Geometridae 

Idaea costaria 

White-edged Wave 

Similar to /. inversata but can be identified by the 
white stripe between the antennae bases. 

Geometridae 

Lackrana carbo 

Blackened Cape-moth 

Rare. The second Victorian record. The first was at 



Anglesea in April 2007 (Peter Marriott). Mainly a 
Tasmanian species {Moths of Victoria 5). A tatty 
specimen but special. 



Geometridae 

Phelotis cognata 

Fringed Bark Moth 


Geometridae 

Rhynchopsota delogramma 

Radiating Geometrid 

Uncommon. Previous records at Anglesea and 

Leopold {Moths of Victoria 5) 

Geometridae 

Scopula rubraria 


Flying before dark. 

Hepialidae 

Elhamma australasiae 

Species in the Rain or Swift Moth 
family. 

Comes in many beautiful colours. 

Lasiocampidae 

Genduara subnotata 

Clear-winged Snout Moth 

Scales easily fall off wings so that they look clear. 

Limacodidae 

Pseudanapaea transvestita 


Vaguely bee-shaped with short wings and fat body. 

Lymantriidae 

Acyphas semiochrea 

Tussock Moth 

Can be differentiated from similar A. chionitis by the 
small black mark on the white forewing. 

Noctuidae 

Persectania ewingii 

Southern Armyworm 

Named for the caterpillar. 

Noctuidae 

Proteuxoa amaurodes 



Noctuidae 

Proteuxoa sanguinipuncta 


Brilliant red spots scattered over wings - sanguini- 
blood, -puncta spotted. 

Noctuidae 

Proteuxoa sp unidentified 



Noctuidae 

Proteuxoa tortisigna 



Nolidae 

Uraba lugens 

Gum-leaf Skeletoniser 

Named for the damage caterpillars do to gum leaves. 

Oecophoridae 

Ageletha hemiteles 



Psychidae 

Lepidoscia characota 



Psychidae 

Lepidoscia sp 



Pyralidae 

Cryptoblabes euraphella 


New species for Marilyn 

Pyralidae 

Faveria tritalls 


New species for Marilyn 

Pyralidae 

Spectrotrota fimbrialis 



Superfamily 

Unidentified 



Gelechioidea 

Tineidae 

Mimoscopa ochetaula 


A tiny slender moth with orange and white stripes. 



Checking out the photoboard on 
Moth night. Photo: Bernie Lingham 
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Regent Honeyeater release at Chiltern 

18 April 2015 


Susan Kruss 


W e arrived at the Chiltern forest at midday on Friday 17 
April, only to find the volunteers had all been sent home 
as it was pouring rain. I was very lucky as the staff of Taronga 
Zoo, who bred the Regent Honeyeaters and brought them to 
the release site, were just heading out to try out the radio 
tracking equipment, and they let me tag along. It was 
fascinating and we located and identified three of the banded 
honeyeaters that were released on the Tuesday. They 
explained that there was no release last year as the conditions 
have to be right and they only release the birds when the 
botanists predict a good flowering season for the ironbarks so 
that the released birds will have enough food. At the zoo, a 
member of staff specialising in genetics, ensures that the birds 
are bred for the most diverse gene pool possible, a vet checks 
their health, and keepers check on them. The birds are raised 
by parent birds, not by zoo staff and leave the nest after two 
weeks. They then live in a large aviary until they are released. 

The birds were released in two groups, four days apart. They 
were brought from the zoo in individual cages and released into 
tents where they stayed for two days before being released into 
the open. 

After a welcome in the rain by an indigenous elder, a DELWP 
staff member and Dean Ingwerson from Birdlife Australia, we 
waited with staff, volunteers, and our group from Victorian 
Birders (a Facebook group) outside the barrier as the fronts of 


the tents were rolled up. The birds emerge when they are 
ready, some in groups, some individually. Some land on 
branches placed in front of the tents while others go straight to 
the nearest high tree. As Dean said, for a few magical minutes 
we were surrounded by Regent Honeyeaters, just as it would 
have been before European settlement when hundreds of 
Regents lived there. 

One might think nothing could top that, but when we returned to 
the Caravan Park at Chiltern, our group looked for and found a 
Regent Honeyeater that Dean had banded at Corowa in 2013! 
This was a female bird and last year she successfully bred in 
the wild and raised two chicks—the hoped for result of 
releasing captive birds. Then, beyond anyone’s wildest 
expectations, she was joined by an unbanded, wild Regent 
Honeyeater! Dean later said this may have been one of her 
chicks now adult, but as they were not banded there is no way 
to tell. But for those of us who keep a bird list, it was a tick! (The 
captive-bred birds do not count as sightings of wild birds though 
there is some discussion about ones that have lived and bred in 
the wild.) 

Finally, to top it all off, on Sunday morning the sun was shining, 
the light was beautiful, and both the banded and unbanded 
Regent Honeyeaters were posing for photographs! 



Regent Honeyeater, 
Chiltern Forest, April 2015 
Photo: Susan Kruss 


Should the GFNC help Field & Game with their new conservation 

and education centre? 


Guy Dutson 


S ome members will know the Geelong branch of Field and 
Game Australia. They shoot ducks (and other animals) 
which is very different to how we enjoy animals and wild 
spaces. They have recently purchased 36 hectares of wetland 
adjoining Hospital Swamps, where they plan to develop a 
wetlands reserve and a club base for their nest box program 
(see http;//www.wet.org.au/wetland.html). This is also one of 
GFNC's favoured birdwatching sites. (The site supported 
Australian Painted Snipe a few years ago and various vagrant 
shorebirds over the years.) 

I am interested to know the level of support for, and of 
opposition to, the Field Nats engaging with Field and Game. 
Should we be discussing whether we can add to their 


conservation education work? Should we be advising on their 
reserve management? Should we be liaising more closely over 
issues such as housing development and water levels around 
the Lake Connewarre system? Do we need to make any 
statement or draw any boundaries based on GFNC's public 
policy to oppose duck shooting? 

I'm not intending to lead any discussions myself but as a 
regular visitor to Hospital Swamps I would like to stimulate a 
conversation. Please email me or one of the GFNC committee 
members (see back page for contact details). 

Email: guydutson@gmail.com. 
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Bird group excursion: Limeburners Lagoon 

23 April 2015 


Susan Kruss 




Field Nats at Limeburners Lagoon 


Photos: Lorraine Phelan 


hen we gathered at Limeburners Lagoon on 
Thursday morning, we were pleasantly surprised to 
find a clear, pleasant morning instead of the forecast rain. 
Margaret Alcorn had already spotted an Australian Hobby 
in a tree near the carpark so we all had a look at it before 
we set off. 

We headed along the track above the water, seeing a 
Great Egret, Australian Pied Oystercatchers and White¬ 
faced Herons, though the light was behind them, making 
photography difficult. There were quite a lot of Little Pied 
Cormorants on the rocks, and one Little Egret. Over near 
some picturesque ruins we saw a number of raptors 
including a Nankeen Kestrel on the fence, two Brown 
Falcons being dive-bombed by several Magpie-larks, and 
a Black-shouldered Kite in another tree. 

We then made our way to the water’s edge where we saw 
a very large raft of Hoary-headed Grebes between us and 
the boats. 

After morning tea in the shelter (where there is now a 
table) we drove around to Cummins Rd and made our way 


to the boardwalk. There were several interesting sightings, 
including Purple-crowned Lorikeets, spotted by Grace, and 
a flock of spoonbills feeding. 

The boardwalk winds through samphire (very pretty in 
greens, reds and yellows) and terminates in mangroves. In 
the samphire we saw some small moths fluttering. Lorraine 
and I took photos and these were later identified by Marilyn 
Hewish as Xanthorhoe percrassata. On Marilyn’s advice 
we sent our photos to Peter Marriott at Melbourne Museum 
where our photos were added to Moths of Victoria Vol. 3 
for the next edition and circulated to the people who 
receive their updates. We were delighted at having been 
able to contribute new photos to this project. 

On the way back, Polly pointed out the female Flame 
Robin she had seen earlier, which most of us had missed. 
We had some good views as it moved closer to us before 
dropping down into some greenery. 

Thank you to Lorraine for organising this very enjoyable 
excursion. 




Xanthorhoe percrassata, Limeburners Lagoon. 
Photo: Susan Kruss 


Australian Hobby, 
Limeburners 
Lagoon. 
Photo: Susan 
Kruss 
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Golden Orb-weaver, Limburners Lagoon. 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Bird List—Limburners Lagoon (compiled by Margaret Alcorn) 


Grey Teal 

Brown Falcon 

Red Wattlebird 

Chestnut Teal 

Australian Hobby 

White-fronted Chat 

Pacific Black Duck 

Whistling Kite 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

Pied Stilt 

Grey Butcherbird 

Little Pied Cormorant 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher 

Australian Magpie (White-backed) 

Great Egret 

Masked Lapwing 

Willie Wagtail 

White-faced Heron 

Crested Pigeon 

Magpie-lark 

Little Egret 

Galah 

Little Raven 

Australian White Ibis 

Blue-winged Parrot 

Flame Robin 

Royal Spoonbill 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Common Skylark 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

Striated Field-wren 

Little Grassbird 

Black-shouldered Kite 

Spotted Pardalote 

Welcome Swallow 

Whistling Kite 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

Common Blackbird 

Swamp Harrier 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Common Starling 

Nankeen Kestrel 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

House Sparrow 

For full reoort see: httD://ebird.ora/ebird/view/checklist?sublD=S23041343 


Shorebird ID workshop 
Saturday 23 May, 9.30 a.m.-4.30 p.m. 

A whole-day workshop brought to you by Birdlife Australia and GFNC 

Includes field trip to the edge of the Saltworks at Avalon to get close up views of shorebirds 
Where: Lara Community Centre, 9-11 Waverley Road, Lara 
Please RSVP by 21 May to: Golo Maurer 
E: golo.maurer@birdlife.org.au or P: 0467444114 



Next fauna surveys 

Bell’s Beach 
11-14 June 2015 

As part of our surveys of Surf Coast Shire Reserves, we will now have a look at the area at Bell’s Beach. 

Thursday 11 June, 1.00 p.m. Meet at the Wave Car Park at the end of Bone’s Road. 

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 June: 8.00 a.m. Meet as above. 


9-12 July 2015 

Site still to be determined. 


Floating Islands Reserve, Stony Rises 
6-9 August 2015 

This is a continuation of our on-going survey here. 
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GFNC excursion—Biodiversity day at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 


19 April 2015 


Bernie Lingham 


T he OGNR is a well-known area of remnant native 

vegetation on the Bellarine Peninsula. The GFNC has a 
long-standing connection to the Reserve, developed over many 
years and through the contributions of former and existing Club 
members who have, and continue to, observe, record and 
research the many plants and animals that inhabit the area. 

In both furthering this relationship and also adding to the body 
of knowledge about the Reserve, Club members joined with 
Friends of the OGNR in the first of a series of seasonal 
biodiversity activity days to be carried out at the Reserve in 
2015. 


Eucalyptus leucoxylon subsp. bellarinensis, 

Bellarine Yellow Gum 

Armed with measuring tapes, GPS units, clipboards and pens, 
checklists and maps we headed out to the East sectors to 
commence the significant eucalypt survey, locating trees with a 
diameter greater than 30 cm. The process continued again 
after lunch with a smaller group of members. 


The weather forecast for the day was ominous, with strong 
winds, heavy rain and isolated storms predicted. Scarcely 
optimal conditions for observing birds and wallabies, or 
surveying eucalypts. On the day, however, the weather was 
surprisingly kind to us and we managed to stay dry and finish 
the observations before cooler wet weather set in. 

Thirteen of us met at the Information Centre early in the day. 
We split into two groups, covering the East and West of the 
Reserve to undertake a bird survey and wallaby census. We 
recorded 36 species of birds and six Black Wallabies. 

Of particular interest was the sighting of a Grey Goshawk 
(White morph). Black Kites (overhead) and good numbers of 
Golden Whistlers, Flame Robins and Superb Fairy-wrens. 


participated will help to 
refine and improve the 
process. 


All data recorded from the 
biodiversity activities at the 
OGNR will be published in 
the Geelong Naturalist, 
Nature Reserve News and 
uploaded to ebird In 
Australia or submitted to 
the Atlas of Living 
Australia. 


Taking the vital statistics of a Yellow 
Gum (above and below). 

Photos: Bernie Lingham 



We made a good start on the eucalypt survey and the Friends 
of the OGNR plan to keep 


it going throughout the 
year. It did take a little 
while to pick up the skills 
needed to identify and 
record the eucalypts. This 
was a good test run but 
feedback from those who 



The six Black Wallabies we spotted were all in the East 
sectors. This was a lower number than expected. No 
Red-necked Wallabies were observed, nor the Eastern Grey 
Kangaroo that has reportedly been recently released at the 
Reserve. 

Back at the Information Centre, we were joined by several 
young Scouts and their leaders, and additional Friends of the 
OGNR to undertake the eucalypt survey. After a welcome 
cuppa, Barry Lingham provided a brief overview of the 
observation process and the basic differences between the 
three main eucalypt species present in the OGNR: 

Eucalyptus vimlnalls, Manna Gum 
Eucalyptus ovata, Swamp Gum 

Black Wallaby, Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Common Bronzewing, 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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Birds surveyed at Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

Species 

No. 

Species 

No. 

Common Bronzewing 

6 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

3 

Whistling Kite 

2 (OH) 

Red Wattlebird 

18 

Black Kite 

2 (OH) 

New Holland Honeyeater 

7 

Grey Goshawk (White morph) 

1 

Golden Whistler 

5 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

8 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

3 

Galah 

8 

Grey Butcherbird 

2 (HD) 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

6 

Australian Magpie 

60 

Crimson Rosella 

1 

Pied Currawong 

2 

Eastern Rosella 

8 

Grey Currawong 

12 

Red-rumped Parrot 

8 

Grey Fantail 

18 

Laughing Kookaburra 

1 

Willie Wagtail 

1 

Superb Fairy-wren 

99 

Little Raven 

29 

White-browed Scrubwren 

2 

Flame Robin 

9 (2 M and 7 BBs) 

Yellow Thornbill 

2 

Welcome Swallow 

4 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

1 

Common Blackbird 

1 

Brown Thornbill 

9 

Common Starling 

40 

Spotted Pardalote 

10 

Red-browed Finch 

17 

Striated Pardalote 

4 

Australasian Pipit 

5 


A tiny globetrotter 


■ received this note from the Australasian Wader 
Studies Group about a wader I saw. 

A Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis was sighted by 
John Newman at: 

Lake Victoria, Bellarine Peninsula, Vic, Australia. 

38deg 16min Osec S, 144deg 36min Osec E on 
12/04/2015 with flag(s) as follows: 

Left leg: nothing/unknown on tibia (upper leg) 
above nothing/unknown on tarsus; 

Right leg: blue flag on tibia (upper leg) above yellow 
flag on tibia. 


John Newman 


This bird was flagged in Bohai Bay, China, approximate 
co-ordinates: 38deg 7min N, 118deg lOmin E, which 
uses the flag combination Blue/Yellow. 

The resighting was a distance of approximately 8915 km, 
with a bearing of 159 degrees, from the marking location. 


Amazing stuff! One little stint, all that way. 



Magpie Geese at Serendip Sanctuary, one of three flocks. 4 April 2015 


Photo: Gordon McCarthy 
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Bird observations 

March-April 2015 

John Newman, Craig Morley and Rod Lowther 


A pril epitomises bird movement and in the following list we 
continue to see many examples of interesting local bird 
migration and dispersal. Wetlands are drying out after summer 
and some recent rain has rejuvenated some areas. Intermediate 
Egret is always a very noteworthy bird locally and the important 
diagnostic features were noted by the observers. Nine species 
of raptor have been reported this month with many records of 
some. They have been scattered widely over many habitats and 
show the tendency for birds to roam and disperse in search of 
territories and food. 

Waders continue to provide much interest over this time. Avalon 
Beach has been the centre of some remarkable sightings with 
Grey-tailed Tattler, Broad-billed Sandpiper, Long-toed Stint and 
Great Knot, all rare birds in our area, being recorded over a 
week or two. Many other wader species have also been seen 
locally. The beautiful breeding plumage of the global migrants 


has delighted us as birds prepare for the long flight north to 
Siberia and Alaska to breed. Our own non-migratory shorebirds 
are being seen in large flocks and the unique Double-banded 
Plover has also been more regularly recorded this month after 
the New Zealand breeding season. 

Koels continue to be recorded and will be heading north any 
time now to spend the winter as far as Far North Queensland 
and PNG. Local movement of honeyeaters has been well 
recorded this month and we request that observers continue to 
submit these records to help paint a more complete picture of 
local honeyeater movements. 

The Grey Box woodland at Eynesbury continues to provide 
refuge for several of our rarer dry woodland birds despite the 
close proximity to housing development. 


Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs. 

Common Pheasant 

1 

13/04/15 

Inverleigh 

Barwon River. Flushed from riverside grasses. 

CT 

Freckled Duck 

150e 

31/03/15 

Drysdale 

McLeods Holes. 

TFI, GMc 


5 

06/04/15 

Eynesbury 

On ornamental lake in town centre. 

JN, DTy 

Tawny Frogmouth 

2 

16/04/15 

Eastern Pk 

Seen on posts -200 m apart along Eastern Pk Circuit; arriving for 

Bird Group meeting. Well known sightings of sp in this general area. 

JN, DTy 

Shy Albatross 

1 

12/04/15 

Thirteenth Beach 

Ad. Beach cast. Appeared emaciated. 

CFr 

Fluttering Shearwater 

5000 

15/04/15 

Thirteenth Beach 


GD 

White-necked Heron 

1 

21/03/15 

St Albans Pk 

Wilsons/Boundary Rd. Feeding in paddock situated between Wilsons 
and Boundary Rd. White-faced Heron, White and Straw-necked Ibis 
also present in paddock. 5.00 p.m. 

DTy 

Intermediate Egret 

1 

17/04/15 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. Pink bill with pale green face, gape does not extend 
beyond eye, hunched posture. 

RAI, MAI 

Little Egret 

1 

03/04/15 

Ocean Grove 

Blue Waters Lake. Actively feeding at E end of lake. Also on 

06/04/15. 1st records for sp at site. 

BL, BML 

Royal Spoonbill 

4 

09/04/15 

Breamlea 

Saltmarsh 

Thompson Ck. Feeding in water, S of bridge. 

JBe 

Black-shouldered Kite 

1 

22/03/15 

Thompson Ck 

Estuary. Hovering over Hooded Plover family of 2 ads, 3 juvs. 

DE 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

1 

31/03/15 

Avalon Saltworks 

Ad. Cruising over 2nd line of ponds, putting up terns, shorebirds. 

TFI, GMc 

Whistling Kite 

6 

28/03/15 

Wurdee Boluc 

Wurdee Boluc Reservoir. Possibly 2 imm; Most perched on tree 
stumps at water's edge. 1 preening at water’s edge; 1 bird flew in 
over the water carrying very long prey in its talons (eel/snake?), 
landed then proceeded to consume its prey. 

CFr 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

07/04/15 

Geelong North 

McKellar Centre. 4.40 p.m. F gliding back over Ballarat Rd carrying 
prey, flew into treed verge b/w McKellar and Golf Course housing 
development. Known area for Collared Sparrowhawk activity. 

DTy 


1 

18/03/15 

Jan Juc 

Perched in backyard tree feeding on prey. This bird is regular in my 
backyard. 

GGt 


1 

12/04/15 

Ocean Grove NR 

North Tk. Flying low and fast through trees in recently burned area. 

BL, BML 

Grey Goshawk 

1 

22/03/15 

Barwon River, 
Queens Pk 

Cruising up and down from N to S. Actually landed in a tree in gar¬ 
den. White morph. 

FS 


2 

06/04/14 

Newtown 

2 birds flying OH in tandem vocalising. Probably M and F; one much 
smaller than other. Mid-morning. 

CFr 


1 

03/04/15 

Wensleydale 

In bush garden numerous times over day; silently perched in various 
trees. White morph. 

JN 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

2 

21/03/15 

St Albans Pk 

Wilsons Road. 4 p.m. Circling over barren paddock adjacent to the 
end of Wilson Rd. Wedgetails were mobbed by several Magpies, 
glided out of sight in south west direction. 

DTy 

Little Eagle 

1 

08/03/15 

Eastern Pk 

Dark morph. Perched in conifers at N of East Geelong Golf Club. 

GD 

Australian Hobby 

1 

15/04/15 

Breamlea 

Blackgate Rd. Perched on roadside dead tree. 

GGt 


1 

30/03/15 

Geelong West 

Isabella St. Small Hobby (M) in rapid flight OH, dashing in and out at 
roof height in subdued dawn light. New Holland Honeyeaters 
commenced alarming after hobby had gone! 7.15 a.m. 

DTy 


1 

11/04/15 

Moolap 

Portarlington Rd. F flying over saltmarsh parallel with rd. Gained 
height and commenced gliding and circling. Disappeared to S and 
commenced shadowing flock of Starlings leaving general area. 

DTy 

Peregrine Falcon 

1 

11/04/15 

Long Forest 

Djerriwarrh Tk. Flew fast along valley, panicking various other birds. 

BL, BML 

Brolga 

4 

21/03/15 

Moolap Saltworks 

Viewed from Pumphouse. Flying OH from S direction and landing on 
the salt pans adjacent to CSIRO. More than likely Brolgas left Reedy 
Lake area due to commencement of duck shooting season this 
morning. 9.30 a.m. 

DTy 

Black-winged Stilt 

7 

22/03/15 

Thompson Ck 

Estuary. 

DE 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs. 

Red-necked Avocet 

P 

21/04/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. Few. Also present 20/04/15. 

PKw 


50 

11/04/15 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pumphouse. Resting in tight group with ~60 Banded Stilts. ~15 
young birds (brownish plumage) on outer edge of group. 

DTy 

Banded Stilt 

36 

11/04/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

GD 


50+ 

21/04/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. Also present 20/04/15. 

PKw 


60 

11/04/15 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pumphouse. Resting in tight group with 50 Red-necked Avocets. 

10.30 a.m. 

DTy 

Red-capped Plover 

2 

28/03/15 

Avalon Beach 

F moving away from area, then returning to same spot. Eventually 
chick appeared from nearby saltbush, then settled underneath F. 

Late breeding record for sp. Also obs 31/03/15. 

DTy; TFI 


186 

07/04/15 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta. 

GD 


223 

11/04/15 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta. 

GD 


2 

22/03/15 

Thompson Ck 

Estuary. In mixed flock of Red-necked Stints and 

Double-banded Plovers. 

DE 

Double-banded Plover 

3 

28/03/15 

Avalon beach 

3 birds resting on small island at far end of beach shacks. 

JN, 

DTy, TL 


10 

12/03/15 

Barwon Estuary 


GD 


133 

07/04/15 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta. 

GD 


160 

11/04/15 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta. 

GD 


40+ 

20/03/15 

Pt Impossible 

Sizeable flock with many juvs. 40 a conservative est. Loafing 
amongst beach wrack with 100+ Red-necked Stints and 3 

Hooded Plovers. 

GGt 


P 

22/03/15 

Pt Impossible 

In mixed flock of 120+ birds with Red-necked Stints and 2 

Red-capped Plovers. 

DE 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

35 

11/04/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

GD 

Hooded Plover 

5 

09/03/15 

Thompson Ck 

Estuary. 2 ads, 3 chicks seen while on wardening duty. 

DE 


2 

22/03/15 

Thompson Ck 

Estuary. Banded pr on beach. One had L leg flag, one a R leg flag. 
Could not read without a telescope. 

DE 


5 

22/03/15 

Thompson Ck 

Estuary. 2 ads, 3 chicks seen while on wardening duty. Potential 
predators present included one Black-shouldered Kite and 1 ad and 

1 imm Pacific Gull. 

DE 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

55 

11/04/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

GD 

Latham’s Snipe 

nil 

14/03/15 

Belmont Common 

Jerringot Wetland. Walked circuit around the wetland without 

DTy; 




flushing a single Latham Snipe. 5.15 p.m. 1 Snipe flushed on Clean 

Up Australia Day (01/03/15). 

JDg 


Grey-tailed Tattler 

1 

19/03/15 

Avalon Beach 


SKr 


1 

28/03/15 

Avalon Beach 

Single bird feeding on shoreline east of beach shacks. 

JN, 

DTy, TL 


1 

29/03/15 

Avalon Beach 

In Lagoon E of beach houses. 

RGa 

Common Greenshank 

56 

12/03/15 

Banwon Estuary 

Highest number seen in last 12 months. 

GD 


6 

20/04/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

PKw 


1 

22/03/15 

Thompson Ck 

Estuary. 

DE 

Great Knot 

2 

31/03/15 

Avalon Beach 


TFI 


2 

31/03/15 

Avalon Beach 


AHn 

Red Knot 

1 

28/03/15 

Avalon Beach 

In pond with Curlew Sandpipers. 

JN 


6 

11/04/15 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta. 

GD 

Sanderling 

1 

14/04/15 

Pt Impossible 

Foraging with 25+ Double-banded Plovers, 25+ Red-capped Plovers 
and 5+ Red-necked stints. Some stints in partial 
breeding plumage. 

GGt 

Red-necked Stint 

2050 

12/03/15 

Barwon Estuary 

Highest number seen in last 12 months. 

GD 


1460 

07/04/15 

Banwon Estuary 


GD 


600 

07/04/15 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta. 

GD 


1550 

11/04/15 

Lake Connewarre 

Delta. 

GD 


1 

12/04/15 

Lake victoria 

Leg flagged bird with blue angled leg flag above yellow angled leg 
flag on R leg indicating bird flagged in Bohai Bay China 

JN, DTy 


P 

22/03/15 

Thompson Ck 

Estuary. In mixed flock 120+ birds with Double-banded Plovers and 

2 Red-capped Plovers. 

DE 

Long-toed Stint 

1 

28/03/15 

Avalon Beach 

In full breeding plumage. Behaviour very crake-like, taking food 

JN, 





items from mud and saltmarsh plants. 

DTy, TL 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

12+ 

21/04/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

PKw 

Broad-billed Sandpiper 

1 

29/03/15 

Avalon Beach 

In Lagoon E of beach houses. 1st for observer at site; probably 1st 
for site. 

RGa 

Arctic Jaeger 

1 

19/04/15 

Limeburners Pt 

Pale morph with pointed central tail feathers flying from W side of 
Corio Bay passing close to breakwater. Flew twds Stingaree Bay 
and commenced chasing Sliver Gulls. 

DTy 

Pacific Gull 

2 

22/03/15 

Thompson Ck 

Estuary. Ad, imm on beach, then on sand on estuary. Imm flying 
over Hooded Plover area. 

DE 

Yellow-tailed 

2 

27/03/15 

Bacchus Marsh 

Halletts Way. 2 flew over. 

MHe, 

Black-Cockatoo 





DHe 


30 

21/03/15 

Eastern Pk 

Loose group flew OH from S heading into Pk 11.00 a.m. 

DTy 


2 

21/03/15 

Newtown 

Pilrig Av. In elm tree in garden. 

EC 


2 

08/04/15 

Torquay 

Flying to SW. a.m. 

JBe 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

4 

27/03/15 

Bacchus Marsh 

Grey St. 4-6 birds regularly with flocks of Purple-crowned and Musk 
Lorikeets in flowering eucalypts. Regular in town now. 

MHe 

Musk Lorikeet 

2 

22/03/15 

Hamlyn Heights 

Forfar Rd. 

SKr 

Australian King Parrot 

3 

21/03/15 

Lemonade Creek, 

M, F, imm (poss) feeding on native mulberry, Hedycarya angustifolia 

AW, 




near Blanket Leaf 

(thanks to Margaret MacDonald for tree ID). 

ECa, 




picnic ground 


CFr 

Eastern Koel 

1 

21/02/15 

Highton 

Harrison Ct. Hd calling three times in this wk. Last time hd at location 
for season. 

JPo 


1 

14/04/15 

Highton 

Marylyn St. Hd calling. Not hd for some time. 

JCv 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs. 

Brown Treecreeper 

20+ 

06/04/15 

Eynesbury 

Widespread and conspicuous through all forest areas and town centre. 

JN, DTy 

Speckled Warbler 

2 

06/04/15 

Eynesbury 

2 birds in Grey Box Forest with Buff-rumped Thornbills. 

JN, DTy 


2 

09/04/15 

Long Forest 

Single birds on Oldhouse Tk and Happy Valley Tk. 

MHe 

Eastern Spinebill 

2 

15/03/15 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. Calling and feeding along northern border pathway. Both appear to 
be juvs. a.m. 

DTy 


1 

22/03/15 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. 

SKr 


2 

18/03/15 

Jan Juc 

Ad, juv. Feeding in eremophilas in backyard. 

GGt 


1 

22/03/15 

Queens Pk 

1st of sp for season in area for obs. At pond. 

FS 

Yellow-faced 

150 

29/03/15 

Breamlea/Torquay 

Small flocks flying E. Also low numbers of Crimson Rosella, 

GD 

Honeyeater 




Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Mistletoebird and Silvereye moving E. 



25 

11/04/15 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Also 50 in flocks of 40, 10 on 15/04/15. 

CMo 

Red Wattlebird 

20e 

06/04/15 

Long Forest 

W of Long Forest. Bences Rd. In one flock. 

MHe 

White-naped 

2 

15/04/15 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Hd with flock of 40e Yellow-faced Honeyeaters moving 

CMo 

Honeyeater 

Varied Sittella 

2 

11/04/15 

Long Forest 

through. 

Djerriwarrh Tk. Actively foraging amid bark on Blue Box as they moved 

S. 

GBG. M and F or imm perched in tree in central garden area next to 

BL, BML 

Golden Whistler 

2 

06/04/15 

Eastern Pk 

DTy 

fountain. M feeding alongside active Grey Fantails and Eastern 

Spinebills. 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

1 

28/03/15 

Bacchus Marsh 

Grey St. 1st record for season. Regular autumn-winter visitor to town. 

MHe 

Dusky Woodswallow 

5e 

27/03/15 

Aireys Inlet 


AW 

Pied Currawong 

10+ 

09/04/15 

Geelong North 

McKellar Centre. 7.20 a.m. Sitting atop line of trees just off Ballarat Rd 
resting and calling. Autumn grouping at site. 

DTy 


P 

03/04/15 

Newtown 

Pilrig Av. Numerous. QH. 

EC 

Rufous Fantail 

1 

05/04/15 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. In central garden nr fountain feeding and associating with Grey 
Fantail. 10.00 a.m. 

DTy 

Grey Fantail 

25 

13/04/15 

Banwon Bluff 

Influx. Max 5 seen here in previous 13 months. 

GD 


5 

03/04/15 

Newtown 

Pilrig Av. In garden, all afternoon. 2 on 28/03/15. 

EC 

Satin Flycatcher 

1 

25/03/15 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. F seen flying into tree on NE cnr; 6.00 p.m. ID made from call and 

DTy; 




pale buff orange neck and breast. Perched briefly in tree containing 
approx 8 feeding Grey Fantails before flying towards central area of 
garden, photo. Follow up on earlier report (17/03/15). 

JCrr 



Jacky Winter 

2 

30/03/15 

Eynesbury 


PKw 

Red-capped Robin 

1 

27/03/15 

Long Forest 

Happy Valley carpark, 1 ad M seen. Has become a regular place for sp 

MHe; 





recently. Also 09/04/15. 

DHe 

Flame Robin 

15+ 

12/04/15 

Ocean Grove NR 

North Tk. Some feeding in open paddock. Some fossicking around 
recently burned area within OGNR. 

BL, BML 


2 

12/04/15 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetland. 1 M, 1 F. Moving along fence posts and 
shrubbery, feeding. 

CFr 


1 

19/04/15 

Pt Richards 


MDa 


1 

18/04/15 

St Albans Pk 

Wilsons Road. M flew from ploughed paddock and briefly perched on 
wire fence. 1st sighting for observer at location for season, p.m. 

DTy 

Rose Robin 

1 

06/04/15 

Eastern Pk 

In central area of garden in under-storey. ID made from slight colour 
blush to upper breast, white markings along wings and long tail feathers. 
Some interaction seen with several Grey Fantails. Brown robin observed 
on northern border ID as Pink due to warm brown colour and yellow wing 
bars and feeding on ground and under-storey. 

DTy 


1 

21/03/15 

Lemonade Creek, 

M seen and hd. 

AW, 




near Erskine Falls, 


ECa, 




Lome 


CFr 


1 

09/04/15 

Long Forest 


PKw 

Pink Robin 

1 

21/03/15 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. Northern border path. Brown bird closely interacting with single 

Grey Fantail for ~20 min. Both birds actively moving through mid-height 

DTy 





foliage. Robin fanning both wings with some slight lateral body swaying. 
Small amount of calling hd. 



1 

06/04/15 

Eynesbury 

Brown bird in Grey Box Forest. Rich brown tones, apricot wing markings, 
no white on tail, all noted. 

JN, DTy 


1 

03/04/15 

Wensleydale 

Brown bird in bush garden all day. 

JN 

Silvereye 

6 

21/03/15 

Queens Pk 

Presumably migratory birds from Tasmania. Couldn't see if they had the 
characteristic buff breasts. 

FS 

Bassian Thrush 

2 

02/04/15 

Ironbark Basin 


PKw 

Diamond Firetail 

3 

06/04/15 

Eynesbury 

1 feeding in gutter and grassy plantings of town centre. 2 in forest. 

JN, DTy 


Observers: 

AHn, Angus Hartshorn; AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; 
CT, Chris Tzaros; DE, Deborah Evans; DHe, Dean Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; EC, Esther Cohen; ECa, Ellinor Campbell; FS, 
Frank Scheelings; GD, Guy Dutson; GGt, Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JBe, John Bell; JCrr, Jennifer Carr; 

JCv, Jade Craven; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; MAI, Margaret Alcorn; MDa, Michael Day; 

MHe, Marilyn Hewish; PKw, Penne Kwiat; RAI, Richard Alcorn; RGa, Rob Ganly; SKr, Susan Kruss; TFI, Tom Fletcher; 

TL, Trevor Lumb. 
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Bird Group mid-week excursion 
Pt Addis & ironbark Basin 
Thursday 28 May 2015 
Leader: Cheryl West Lau 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Point Addis carpark which is situated at 
the end of Pt Addis Rd, off the Surf Coast Highway, approximately 
half an hour's drive from Geelong. Here we will look for sea¬ 
birds—Shy Abatross and gannets are often seen. If you have a 
scope, please bring it. We will also do a short walk along the 
tracks around Pt Addis, hopefully a Rufous Bristlebird will present 
itself. 

We will then drive to the Ironbark Basin carpark. At this time of the 
year the Ironbarks should be in flower and generally a good range 
of honeyeaters are seen. We will do a short walk along the 
Jarosite Mine track and then go down into the Basin via the Nature 
Walk. It will depend on how people feel to how far we walk, on 
return there will be an uphill climb back to the cars. 

Bring: Binoculars, scopes, suitable shoes and clothing, hat, water 
and morning tea. 

Contact: Cheryl West Lau 0428 758 567 or 
cwestv@iprimus.com.au . 


World Migratory Bird Day Event with 
Greening Austraiia 
Saturday 9 May 2015 
7.45-11.00 a.m. 

World Migratory Bird Day was initiated in 2006 and is a global 
awareness-raising campaign highlighting the need for the 
protection of migratory birds and their habitats. 

To celebrate World Migratory Bird Day, Greening Australia and the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club welcome you to a morning of bird 
watching, guest speakers and a FREE breakfast at Limeburner’s 
Lagoon, Corio, a Ramsar wetland for the protection of migratory 
birds. 

Guest Speakers 

John Newman (Shorebird Count Coordinator for the Bellarine 
Peninsula region) will talk about some of the migratory shorebirds 
that travel to the Geelong region, their habitat and some of the 
threats they face. 

Craig Morley (Orange-bellied Parrot Working Group Regional 
Coordinator for the Bellarine) will talk about Orange-bellied 
Parrots, their migration between Tasmania and the mainland and 
their habitat, food, and threats on the mainland. 

Grace Lewis (Geelong Field Naturalists Club) will speak about 
song birds and other bush birds people may find in their garden or 
in their local parkland that migrate to Geelong over the year. 

Location: Limeburners Lagoon Car park. Foreshore Road 
Corio (Melways Ref: 432, K7) 

RSVP: by Thursday 7th May (for catering purposes) to 
Lyn Willcock: lwillcock@greeningaustralia.org.au 


Mailing roster 
May: Chrissy Freestone 
June: Joan and Tibor Korn 


GFNC excursion 
Autumn orchids in the 
Anglesea area 
Sunday 17 May 2015 

This excursion will explore some of the tracks on the 
Proposed Mountain Bike Trail Network on the Eumeralla 
section of the Great Otway National Park. Due to the 
earlier dry conditions autumn orchids are scarce on the 
ground this year but we should at least see Tiny 
Greenhoods on this walk. There will be plenty of other field 
observations—additional flora, fungi, birds, insects. 

We will have lunch at the old Scout Chapel off Hurst Road, 
and then perhaps after lunch explore a few other orchid 
sites eg. Fraser Ave, Gum Flat Road, before completing the 
field excursion at approximately 3.00 p.m. 

Meet: 10.00 a.m. at the entrance to Eumeralla Scout 
Camp on Anglesea Road. Finish around 3 p.m. 

Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, 
binoculars, sunscreen. Strong footwear. Hand lens, field 
guide. 

For more information contact: 

Margaret MacDonald: 0412 652 419 or 5289 6046 


Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) 
surveys 

It’s OBP survey season once again! There have been 
recent reports of up to five OBPs on King Island and at 
least three birds on the western side of Port Phillip Bay 
which is encouraging. 

Survey dates for 2015 are: 

16-17 May 
25-26 July 
12-13 September 

If you’d like to take part in these surveys please 
contact: 

Craig Morley 

craigmorley5@bigpond.com or 5221 4604 


Birds and bushwalking: Long Forest 

Sunday 24 May 2015 

We will spend the day exploring the Long Forest area. Be 
prepared to do quite a bit of walking, some of it up and 
down hills (though not as steep as the hill from the Brisbane 
Ranges excursion!). 

Meet: For car pooling: 8.30 a.m. Corio Village Car-park, 
SW corner adjacent to the Gellibrand St-Goulburn Ave 
intersection. 

or if you wish to drive straight there: 9.30 a.m. 

Lake Merrimu Picnic Ground west of the lake on the 
Bacchus Marsh-Toolern Vale Road 

Bring: Packed lunch to carry, plenty of water, wet weather 
gear, binoculars, etc. 

We should be finished by 3.00 p.m. and back in Geelong by 
4.00 p.m. 

Enquiries to Grace Lewis 0438 046 363 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2015-2016 

President 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Vice-President 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Immediate Past President 

Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rod.lowther@live.com 

Treasurer 

Tracey Hinton 

5243 9973 

tracey.hinton@gmail.com 

Minute Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rod.lowther@live.com 

Membership Officer 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Committee Member 

(( (( 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

(( (( 

David Boyle 

5250 1039 

davidboyle48@gmail.com 

(( (I 

Grace Lewis 

0438 046 363 

g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 

(( (( 

Graham Possingham 

5243 6997 

g.possingham@gmail.com 

(( (( 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Chrissy Freestone 

0417 379 033 

chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Jerringot Group 

Bela Bard-Brucker 

5243 7072 

bbardbrucker@gmail.com 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 

Lynne Clarke 

0439 390 801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


MAY 2015 

JUNE 2015 

5 

General Meeting: Luke Kelly—The influence of fire on 
biodiversity in Victoria 

2 

General Meeting: Jean-Bernard Duchemin—Medical 
entomology 

9 

World Migratory Bird Day 

9 

Plant Group: Dick Southcombe Wider Geelong Flora 

12 

Plant Group: Topic: Local eucalypts 


Lecture: Neville Walsh—^Why plants change their names 

16-17 

Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

11-14 

Fauna survey 

17 

Excursion: Anglesea area, autumn orchids 

17 

Cadets: Meeting 

20 

Cadets: Meeting 

18 

Bird Group: Chris Tzaros—^Tales from Cape York trails 

21 

Bird Group: Peter Menkhorst—Raptor ID 

21 

Excursion: Bora Ring aboriginal site and You Yangs area 

24 

Walk and talk excursion: Long Forest Nature Conservancy 

25 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Eastern Park, GBG 

28 

Reserve 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Ironbark Basin 

26-28 

Winter wader count: John Newman 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 25 May 2105 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the Editor, 

Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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